MINUTES OF THE GMBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

SATURDAY ~ FEBRUARY 6, 2010

Bridge Center of Milwaukee

9183 N. 76TH Street

President Neary called the meeting to order at 9:17 a.m.  The following board members were in attendance:

Tobey Belmont


Irene Bolton



Jerry Duckler

Jud Gordon



Norm Heinitz


Greg Ho

Betty Marggraf


Meredith Mattison


Rick Murray

Yvette Neary


Sandy Palmer


John Pereles

Dave Secondino


Dave Spicuzza


Peter Wilke

Yvette welcomed the board and also the guests in attendance, which included:   Suzi Subeck (District Director), Stan Subeck (District President), Dan Dennehy (Past President), and Gabriel Tawil, Chuck Bantz, Harry Kollman, Nancy Mandel, Nancy Wilkinson, Mike Fehrenbach.

Yvette said this meeting was called especially to address two issues:  

· The timing and location of regionals currently scheduled to be held in December 2012 and December 2014 at the Grand Geneva Resort.

· Approval of the actions taken at the February 14, 2009, board meeting.

REGIONAL TOURNAMENT

Highlights of the discussion about the regionals include:

Gabriel Tawil:  Because of the current economy, this is a good time to negotiate with hotel sites in the Milwaukee area.  We need a regional in Milwaukee if we ever wish to have a national tournament.  

Stan Subek:  The regional tournaments are a district event, not a GMBA event, and the location is a very important factor to the district.  Grand Geneva supports what the district does with them in the other months of the year.  The district would be very hesitant to support a change.

Yvette Neary:  Grand Geneva is a wonderful site, but not in December.  The attractiveness of a Milwaukee location in the summer cannot be beat.  There could be a six-and-a-half-day regional in the summer (as opposed to five-days) and the pros might come to Milwaukee because of the closeness to the airport.

Tobey Belmont:  All proposals may be brought to the district board for consideration but since GMBA has only 500 members out of the district’s 5,000, we must come up with solid reasons for requesting changes

Dan Dennehy:  Dan was president when the regional was switched from July to December many years ago.  The primary motivation for the change was that Dick Benson thought that the pros would attend a regional held in December.  This has not proven to be the case and Dan hopes that the date can be changed.

Yvette Neary:  Yvette has talked with a representative of WUMBA about the possibility of doing a split regional in 2012 and was told that they would be very interested in such an arrangement.  In order to do this, however, they would want a date in the summer months.

MOTION by John Pereles:  The unit will study the feasibility (including a cost analysis) of changing the date and location of the 2012 and 2014 regionals.

The motion was seconded by Jud Gordon.  Betty Marggraf called the question.  The motion was approved.

MOTION by Dave Secondino:  The unit will contact Grand Geneva Resorts in writing to request an extension of the “opt out” deadline from March 7, 2010, to November 7, 2010.

The motion was seconded by Jerry Duckler.  John Pereles called the question.  The motion was approved.

THE February 14, 2009, BOARD MEETING

MOTION by Jerry Duckler:  Approve all of the appointments, elections, and motions made at the February 14, 2009, board meeting as follows:

· Appointment of Irene Bolton and John Pereles to the Board of Directors.

· Election of Irene Bolton as Vice President.

· Motion to have a pair game trophy named for Barbara Bender at the Holiday Sectional.

· Motion that tournament chairs be allowed to decide the type of food to be served at their respective tournaments.

· Motion to adjourn.

Sandy Palmer seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Sandy Palmer distributed balance sheets for the fiscal year 2009 and YTD for 2010.  As of February 6, 2010, the total assets are $30,268.25

President Neary adjourned the meeting at 11:40 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Meredith Mattison

Prepared: February 15, 2010
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